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MESSAGE FROM Sddva sECRETARY ZIMMERMAN 

     June 6 marks  the 70-year anniversary of D-Day. When freedom faced its 
greatest threat, the greatest generation acted. 
     Please join me in thanking and honoring our World War II veterans - a 
group of heroes we are losing at an alarming rate.  South Dakota still has 
4,000 WW II Veterans living in this great state.  Go visit them, have coffee 
with them and thank them for their service. 
      With Father’s Day fast approaching, I can’t help but think of all of the fa-
thers who are currently overseas serving our nation.  
     Being away from their families is one of many sacrifices the men and 
women of our armed forces make in order to keep us safe, and on days such 
as Father’s Day, when we all honor our own family, it is so important that we 
remember the many fathers that are currently serving in the armed forces as 
well as those who have served in the past.   
     All fathers make sacrifices for their children, and being away from one’s 

family fighting to ensure the safety 
of our country is certainly a sacrifice 
that deserves to be recognized on 
this day that we have dedicated to 
fathers. 
     This Father’s Day, as you honor 
your father, I hope that you will join 
me in honoring every father who 
has served or is serving in our armed 
forces. 
     As always, the South Dakota De-
partment of Veterans Affairs remains 
steadfast in working with federal 
agencies, veterans service organiza-
tions, and County and Tribal Veter-
ans Service Officers to provide the 
services and programs that our he-
roes deserve. 

Heroes Among Us—

showcasing 125 South Dako-

ta veterans. 
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State veterans home update 

     Everyone at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home is enjoying this nice spring weather.   The 

pontoon is in the river and fish-

ing trips haven been scheduled.   

BBQs and picnics have been 

held and some residents partici-

pated in a two-night camping 

excursion to Custer State Park.     

     The garden is planted and 

construction on the new home 

continues to progress.   As al-

ways, we encourage you to 

check out the cam and view the 

progress.   (http://

www.truelook.com/clients/

scullconstruction-webcam3/) 

     At his first meeting with the leadership of Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) as Acting Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, Sloan Gibson this week announced that the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) has reached out to all Phoenix veterans identified in the recent VA Office of Inspector 
General (OIG) interim report.  
     During a breakfast discussion with the American Legion, AMVETS, Disabled American Veterans, 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Vietnam Veterans of America, Acting 
Secretary Gibson outlined immediate steps taken to respond to the interim report, including announc-
ing travel this week to the Phoenix VA Health Care System.  
     “No veteran should have to wait for the quality health care they have earned and deserve.  The In-
spector General confirmed we have real issues when it comes to patient scheduling and access, and 
we have moved immediately to address those issues in Phoenix,” said Acting Secretary Gibson. “The 
VA has now reached out to every Veteran identified by the OIG to discuss individual medical needs 
and immediately begin scheduling appointments.  Getting this right is our top priority, and taking care 
of the veterans in Phoenix is a good place to start.   The VA will also continue reaching out to veterans 
nationwide to accelerate their access to care, and that is the message I intend to deliver in Phoenix, 
and across the country.” 
     Last week, OIG released an interim report on patient scheduling and access identifying approxi-
mately 1,700 veterans in Phoenix, Ariz., awaiting health care who were not currently in the scheduling 
system.  After accounting for duplicates and those veterans who declined to provide contact infor-
mation, the VA called all 1,586 individual veterans identified by the OIG as of 6:00 pm on Friday, May 
30.  For those veterans that the VA could not reach after several attempts or who had not provided 
phone details, the VA sent letters via US Mail.  The VA identified that roughly 725 Veterans of the 
1,700 identified by the OIG wanted care within 30 days.  
     The VA will schedule all veterans requesting care at the Phoenix VA Health Care System.  If the 
Phoenix VA Health Care System is not able to promptly provide care using VA providers, the VA will 
identify providers in the community through the VA’s non-VA care program.  

MESsage from the VA 
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SDNG To hold 30th annual golden coyote 

     The South Dakota National Guard will host its 30th annual Golden Coyote training exercise in the 
Black Hills June 7 – 21 to provide military units with relevant training opportunities in support of 
overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. 
     Created in 1984 by the South Dakota National Guard, with the cooperation of the National Forest 
Service and Custer State Park, this year’s Golden Coyote training exercise will allow about 4,400 ser-
vice members to conduct combat sup-
port and combat service support mis-
sions in a realistic training environment 
and provide valuable services to the 
public. 
     There will be 45 military units repre-
senting 15 states and four foreign na-
tions participating in the exercise from 
multiple branches of military service – 
Army, Navy and Air Force – working to-
gether to create an invaluable training 
experience. Participating units conduct 
military operations, train on their equip-
ment and employ tactics, as well as com-
plete various humanitarian missions and 
engineer projects that help improve the 
forest and infrastructure of many local 
communities. 
     Local residents receive numerous benefits from the many engineer projects conducted during the 
exercise. Units transport timber to Native American communities that use it as firewood, conduct 
building construction, repair and upgrades, identify hazardous wilderness areas and make them safe 
for public use, and resurface local roadways that have fallen into disrepair.  

     Units are also able to 
participate in many warri-
or training tasks and bat-
tle drills such as combat 
patrols, urban combat op-
erations, land navigation, 
first aid, casualty evacua-
tion and convoy opera-
tions. This provides a valu-
able opportunity for units 
to train on skills needed 
for any future overseas 
deployment. 

HOOAH! 
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Heroes Among us 

     Retired Col. Robert Heesch, United States Marine Corps, now 84, went to Korea as a private first 
class.   He served from October 1951 to September 1952.  As an infantryman in an anti-tank assault 
platoon, he saw combat at Hill 854 near the 38th parallel, at the 
“Punchbowl” and at Munsan.  For him it would be his first war but 
not his last.     
     He served in Vietnam as a major leading an artillery unit.   Hee-
sch spent 31 years, eight months and four days in the Marine 
Corps before retiring to in 1982 and later settling in Brookings.  
He didn’t plan how his life would play out over three decades. 
     Heesch grew up on farms  and attended schools in the Brook-
ings area.   He graduated from Brookings High School in 1947 
and moved on to college.    He said, “I got in two quarters, and 
we ran out of money.  Dad was a tenant famer, farmed with hors-
es.  He got burned in the Depression and had to sell everything 
and it went to the bank.”   
     Heesch worked construction for a year.   In February 1951, 
with the draft chasing him, Heesch went to Sioux Falls to enlist in 
the Navy.   The Marine Corps recruiting office had no one in line; 
a gunnery sergeant ordered him to “get in here” and he did! 
     Following a variety of training assignments he was deployed 
to South Korea. Shortly after leaving Korean, then-Corporal Hee-
sch was bound for training as an officer candidate.   He was commissioned a second lieutenant in 
November 1952 and his career took off from there.     

     Asked what lessons he learned 
from the war in Korea,  Heesch said, 
“Almost forgotten by the people of 
the United States.:  Heesch is con-
cerned that in “our modern educa-
tion system, we seem to be down-
grading history.  It all gets down-
graded to other social issues.” 
     Thank you Bob for your service to 
this great country and your ongoing 
involvement in serving South Dako-
ta’s veterans! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Information for this story was pro-
vided by John Kubal, Brookings Reg-
ister) 
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     Like many a Korean War Veteran, Roger Telkamp, 82, beat the draft by enlisting.    Born in Sioux 
Falls in 1931, he spent more of his life in rural Brookings with more than three decades of working 
agricultural projects for the United States Department of 
Agriculture and South Dakota State University.     
     Looking back more than six decades and smiling, he 
recalled February 1952; “My dad got the greetings, and I 
went ahead and enlisted.  That way I got what I want-
ed.”    He joined the Army and via Fort Sheridan, IL, he 
went to basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO.   Fol-
lowing basic training he remained at Leonard Wood for 
specialty training to become a heavy equipment opera-
tor.   Following that he left for Camp Stoneman, CA 
where he embarked on a transport ship for Korea.    
    Telkamp was assigned to the 809th Engineer Aviation 
Battalion that built airstrips, bridges, culverts and roads 
in the front-line combat zone.     Telkamp explained, 
“Snipers were our biggest problem.   I worked night shifts most of the time.  They’d pick at you — 
bullets would ricochet off the steel.”  
     He served in-country about nine months and on July 27, the day the war ended, Telkamp was 
just getting on ship to come home when they announced it over the loudspeaker.   He noted that 
the end of the war was not related to his coming home.    “I was due to rotate; I had my points in.” 
     Reflecting on his wartime service and its impact on him, he said, “The thing that hit me the hard-
est and the most:  I hope we never, ever have a 
war here at home.  That was devastating to the 
people of Korea.”   “And 
the ‘forgotten war?”  Smil-
ing again, Telkamp said, 
“It’s forgotten by those 
who weren’t there.   We 
have not forgotten.” 
     Thanks Roger, for your 
service to this great coun-
try. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Information for this story was provided by 
John Kubal, Brookings Register) 

Heroes among us 
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2014 
Jun 5-8—VFW State Convention—Custer 
Jun. 14—SD Marine Corps League State Convention—Pierre Post 8 Legion Cabin—10:30 am 
Jun. 19-22—American Legion State Convention—Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
Jul. 7—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—BHNC—9:00 am 
Jul. 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am 
Aug. 6—DOL Veterans/Guardsmen/Reservists/Spouses Job Fair—Augustana College Elmen Center—
10:00  am—2:00 pm 
Aug. 22—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Sioux City, IA 
Aug. 25-29—NACVSO Training Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
Sept. 5—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Watertown 
Sept. 11—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Wagner 
Sept. 19—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Sioux Falls 
Oct. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—BHNC—9:00 am 
 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://mva.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 
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